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Congratulation Grads!



During the Christmas break, I read an interesting book titled Good To Great, by 

Jim Collins. It opened my eyes to a number of good ideas. As I read it, I realized 

that I had taken, and was taking, some of the steps that the author observes and 

documents. A couple of those steps were getting the right people “on the bus” 

and getting the right people in “the right seats on the bus.” The book states and 

substantiates that process which enables the company, institute, organization, etc., to 

arrive at its desired goal(s).

To accomplish our desired long term goals at Southeastern, we needed an 

individual who was extremely familiar with the college, had invested in the college, 

and had the capability, by God’s help, to challenge others to invest in our college. It 

is my privilege to introduce you to that man. Brother Rick Cash is a personal friend 

from college days, a seasoned pastor, a great preacher, one who has a passion for the 

local church and missions, and was the Executive Secretary for the state of Alabama 

Free Will Baptists for sixteen years. Brother Rick was an early Southeastern Board 

Member, and has seen all four of his children graduate from Southeastern and 

enter full time ministry. Further, the spouses of his four children are Southeastern 

Graduates as well. After much prayer, Brother Rick joins our Southeastern staff 

as the Director of Development. We at Southeastern are excited about him joining 

our work, and welcome him and his wife, Mrs. Sally, with open arms. Please put 

Brother Rick and Mrs. Sally on your prayer list as they re-settle in North Carolina 

and get acclimated to the work. 

During the last couple of years, I have written much about our need to become 

accredited and what it will take to reach that goal. Presently, Brother Rick has 

already mailed a letter (by standard mail and email) regarding our financial need 
to accomplish this step in attaining accreditation, and has met with a number of 

business men. The critical and present goal of reaching accreditation involves being 

in the black financially for two years. We have completed one year in the black, and, 
as I write this, are now less than two weeks away from completing our second year 

in the black. (You can read how, by God’s grace, we have reached that goal on page 

7!) I am so excited for our school, our students, and our future prospects. Please 

pray for us as we pursue this needed goal. We need our Lord’s help and your help as 

we press on.
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Pressing On!
Jim Marcum
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Join Our Cooperating Board!
Southeastern has always relied on a group of men made up of Pastors, Evangelists, 

Associate Pastors and Laymen who believe in the mission and founding principles of our 
college and pledge to support us with prayers, encouragement, finances and students. 

This “Cooperating Board” is also constitutionally provided the authority and 
responsibility to elect the rotating members of the Board of Directors. To become a 
member of this group you must sign the “Statement of Cooperation” and be voted in by 
the Cooperating Board at its annual meeting held during our Spring Conference. 

To learn more of this board and how you can help go to www.sfwbc.edu/cooperating.



Graduation 2015

Ricky Garner

Heather Rowe

Tori Jefferis

Zach Leonard Jonathan Miller Ashley Peoples Dylan Persinger

Brittany Roysden

Stuart HarmonRebecca Collier

Leah Batton Matthew BerryAndrew Aycock Erin Barrett

Elizabeth Seay Charity Spencer

Dominique Ward Johnathan Washak Autumn Welch



Jay Baines (‘87) and Annette (Smith) Baines are moving to Richmond, VA, where Jay 
will be the Pastor of First FWB Church. Matthew, their youngest, recently graduated high 
school and will be attending Liberty University in the fall. Caleb and Missy, their middle son 
and his wife, just gave them their first grandchild, Kenlee Marie, born on March 5, 2015. 
Jonathan and Janie, their oldest son and his wife, now live in Nashville, TN.

Josh Baer (’98) is now the Pastor of Cramerton FWB Church in Cramerton, NC, where 
he previously served as Associate and Music Pastor for the last ten years. He and his wife, 
Kristie (Bell) Baer (’97) have three children: Meredith (15), Jackson (11), and Madison (5).
Chad and Katie (Jamison) Sanders (’04) welcomed their first child, Daisy Kathryn, on 
February 24, 2014. They live in Coweta, OK, and attend First FWB Church in Haskell, OK.
Aaron Pendergraft (’05) and Jessica (Brown) Pendergraft(‘05) have moved to 
Cramerton, NC, where Aaron is now the Music Pastor at Cramerton FWB Church and 
Cramerton Christian Academy. They have three children: Kylie (8), Kenzie (5), and Korie (2).
Adrian Nottonson (’09) and Ashley (Jefferson) Nottonson (’08) welcomed their second 
child, Lincoln Claire, on May 20, 2015. Their oldest, Paisley Harper, will be 2 on August 7. 
They serve at Hamilton FWB Church in Hamilton, AL.

Joe Ange (’11) and Stacie (Jones) Ange (’11) have moved to Chocowinity, NC, where Joe 
serves as Associate Pastor at Union Chapel FWB Church.

Ryan Taylor (’12) and Rebecca (McNeese) Taylor (’14) moved to Erwin, TN, where Ryan 
is now the Youth Pastor at Evergreen FWB Church.

Don’t be left out!  
Sign up at www.sfwbc.edu to receive email updates from the Alumni Association.
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ALUMNI OFFICERS

Steve Berry, President  

Josh Baer, Vice President
Aaron Pendergraft, Secretary
Mike Cash, Treasurer
Heath Ferguson, Member at Large
Daryl Grimes, Member at Large
Daniel Mann, Member at Large
Travis Moots, Member at Large
Jonathan Osborne, Member at Large
Marcos Osuna, Member at Large
Sarah Marcum, College Liaison

Alumni Personals

ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIPS

At the recent Spring Conference, the 
Alumni Association awarded $500 
scholarships to the following students: 
Zack Leonard (Religious Arts); Dylan 
Persinger (Pastoral Theology and 
Music); Caleb Wilburn (Pastoral 
Theology and Music); Rebecca Hall 
(Business); Nathan Peoples (Pastoral 
Theology); Tori Jefferis (Education).
These Alumni Scholarships were 
funded from the Dolly Stox 
Memorial Scholarship, the Walter 
Berry Scholarship, the Curtis White 
Memorial Scholarship, the William 
Wooten Scholarship, and from the 
Alumni Fund, which is supported 
by Alumni who give through the 
Nehemiah Club. Conference

Photos
Taylor and Katelyn StocksNick and Noharis McCuiston

The Gene and Leslie Williams Family The Tim and Stephanie McCreight Family



Personnel Leaving
Bobby Aycock 

We have been blessed to have former 

Missionary to Brazil, Brother Bobby 

Aycock teach our missions courses for a 

number of years now. However, Brother 

Bobby has decided that it is time to move 

on. We are ever grateful for his service.

Jennie Rager 
Mrs. Rager has served faithfully as 

Dean of Women and “Dorm Mom,” but 

for health reasons is not able to continue 

in her position. She will be missed. Her 

husband, Bill, continues to serve as our 

maintenance director. 

Important Dates

2015-2016 school Year

Aug 22 .......New Students Arrive

 26 ........ fall semester begins

Sept 14-16 ............ Campus Revival

Oct 6 .............. Golf Tournament

 12-13 .. Missions Conference

 14-16 ......... Missions retreat

nov 2-3 ................. Board meeting 

 5-7 ................. All Access days

  19-21 ... tip off tournament

dec 10 ....... last day of semester

Jan 13 ... Spring semester begins

 21-23 .......................grad days

Feb 2 ..... Principals Conference

Mar 7-14 ................... spring break

apr 11-13 ....... spring conference

 14-15 ............. Board Meeting

may 6 ................... Commencement

Sophomores
Morgan Cooper
Michael Cox

Conner Harris
Jennifer Marshall

Juniors
Destanie Aycock
Joshua Farley

Keith Holmstrand
Allison Rager

Seniors
Leah Batton

Rebecca Collier
Tori Jefferis

Dominique Ward
Autumn Welch

 SPRING 2015 DEAN’S LIST

Freshmen
Austen Eaton
Michael Grant
Abby Harmon
Kimberlin
Honeycutt

Clara McFarland
Travis Rager

Catherine Williams

Sophomores
Heather Ammons
Aaron Bailey
Rebekah Cash

Natalie Crumpler
Meredith Howard

Jeremy Huff
Meghen Meleney
Robert Moore
Diana Nieto
Rachel Ost
Sean Smith

Juniors
Kevin Banberger
Joshua Butler
Fuad Farhat
Kayla Lilly

Rudy Manriquez
Nathan  Peoples
Briana Phillips
Cameron Spain

Matthew Tilghman
Kendal Tutor

Seniors
Erin Barrett
Ashley Peoples
Dylan Persinger
Heather Rowe

Brittany Roysden
Elizabeth Seay
Heather Rowe
Charity Spencer

Johnathan Washak

“A” Honor Roll 
(4.0)

“B” Honor Roll 
(3.0 & Above)

A Student Must be 
Taking at Least 

12 Semester Hours 
With No Failures 
or Incompletes to 
Be Eligible for the 

Dean’s List.

Would you like to receive The Standard by email? 
Simply call the office at (919) 365-7711 or email us at 

info@sfwbc.edu and make your request.

New Director of Development
Brother Rick Cash and his wife Sally came to Southeastern 

from their native Alabama. Rick was saved in 1970 and called to 
preach a year later. He is a 1977 graduate from Free Will Baptist 
Bible College and has pastored in Mississippi, Tennessee and 

Alabama where he pastored in Fayette for 18 years. In 1998, he 
became the Executive Director of the Alabama State Association 

of Free Will Baptists, a position he held until the end of May.

The Cash’s have been married for 43 years. They have seen their four children, 
Mike, Mark, Beth and Billy, graduate from Southeastern, marry a Southeastern 

classmate and begin serving in full-time Christian service. They have blessed Rick 

and Sally with 11 grandchildren. 
Brother Rick has held numerous denominational positions and has been involved 

in a number of mission trips primarily to Russia and Mexico.

Please pray for Brother Rick as he embraces this new ministry. 

www.sfwbc.edu

Like Us!

@sfwbc



Rick Cash

Jim Marcum

Sounds of Praise

Josh Baer

Myron Scott

Glenn Johnson

Matt Berry

Dr. Danny Baer

Brooks Phillips Johnathan Washak Ricky Garner

One of the highlights of our year is Spring Conference. It has 
been known as Conference on Revival and Soul Winning and Camp 
Meeting, but it has always been dedicated for the same purpose--to 
provide a time when pastors and lay folk can gather together with 
the college family for inspiration and encouragement. This year we 
featured our own supporting pastors, alumni, staff members, and 
students. We were challenged to stand firm in the faith, continue in 
the battle, and rely upon the power of God.

Our featured speaker was Brother Rick Cash, newly named 
Director of Development. In addition, we of-
fered some “Breakout Sessions” that dealt with 
current topics and provided practical advice. 
As always, on Wednesday morning four of our 
students preached sermons that were short on 
time, but not short on power.

Please mark you calendar for April 11-13 for 
our Spring Conference 2016!



One month ago, a huge deficit loomed before us and our dream of accreditation 
seemed all but vanished. God performed a miracle!

I. The Unpleasant Reality

Led by President Jim Marcum, Southeastern is committed to begin the process of accreditation later this year. 

However, one condition that must be met before we can make application is for us to operate in the black for 

two consecutive years. With difficult cuts and the help of God, we were able to do that last year. However, 
because of a dip in outside giving in recent months, we were facing a deficit of almost $100,000 this fiscal 
year as of the first week of June.

II. The Urgent Request

On June 11th, a plea for funds was made by Rick Cash, Director of Development. In a letter to our friends 
and supporters, he said, “The FWB landscape is filled with Southeastern alumni that are making a difference 
for the cause of Christ. For example, six of the nine new Home Missionary couples who are presented in the 

recent issue of The One Magazine are Southeastern alumni. The need for a college such as Southeastern is 
greater now than ever before as the climate in our country is becoming more anti-Christian.”

III. The Incredible Response

It did not take long for the money to begin arriving. Gifts came from many sources including churches, 

pastors, alumni, businesses, and lay folk. At a prayer breakfast on June 30th–the last day of our fiscal year–the 
Chairman of our Board of Directors, Brother Jeff Jones, announced that we did indeed receive the $100,000 
needed. To God be the glory!!!

What is next?

We continue to need funds. 

Our budget is based on $800,000 of outside giving annually. In addition, we will need $60,000 the first 
year and $120,000 in subsequent years just for the accreditation process. We will need gifts that are both 
consistent and sacrificial in the days ahead.

Yes, we need money, but much more than that, we need the hand of God upon this ministry. 

To quote the invitation letter to the June 30th prayer breakfast, “Right now at Southeastern we feel like 
Moses at the Red Sea.  Money is needed, but we cannot proceed another step without the power of God.” 

Please join us in prayer as we move forward to fulfill our mission of “preparing men and women for the 
work of the ministry.”

Without the power of God, 
we have nothing.

If we have the power of God, 

we have everything!!!

“Miracle on 
Eagle Rock Road!”

Our next major hurdle is to find someone with a 
degree in library science to help us on a part time 

basis. If you would like to read more about the 
process of accreditation please visit our website. 

www.sfwbc.edu/accreditation
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Youth Aflame is always an exciting event and this year was no exception. 
Over 300 teens (almost 400 including sponsors and college personnel) 

attended and heard sermons from some of the best evangelists that Free 
Will Baptists have to offer. There were dozens of decisions for salvation 

and many answered to a call to full time Christian service.
Wow!!!!! Youth Aflame exceeded all my expectations. 

The Lord met. Thanks, Southeastern for the best FWB conference that 
this old man has ever attended. -- Rick Cash


