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Southeastern Free Will Baptist College.

“...lift up a standard for the people.” 
(Isaiah 62:10)

Summer time is financially difficult  
for colleges like Southeastern.  
There is little student income and 
gifts often drop.  Since we do not 
receive any government aid and 
student income and gifts are our 
only source of income, summers 
are very challenging.  Each year, I 
try my best  to raise the $250,000 
that we need for the summer, and 
God usually provides it somehow.

In the summer of 2007, we faced 
the same dilemma.  I prayed daily 
and spoke with many men about 
helping and received no money.  I 
was getting very concerned and, I 
guess, worried.  Obviously, it was 
taking its toll on me, and Dolly 
observed it.  We discussed my 
burden, and often she would get 
alone to think and pray about the 
situation.

One day she came to me and told 
me she had the solution to the 
financial dilemma.  She stated God 
gave her this plan, and she was 
to call it “The Nehemiah Club.”  
Taken from the book of Nehemiah 
in rebuilding the wall, her dream 
was to build a wall of support for 
Southeastern that would provide 
residual income.

Her plan: Get 50 pastors as 
captains, who would enroll 
30 people each from their 
congregation and friends.  Her 
mission was to enlist an army of 
Nehemiah Club members who 

would be willing to pledge blocks 
of $20 a month or $240 a year 
above what they were giving to 
Southeastern.  If that dream were 
fulfilled, it would bring in $360,000 
a year – More than enough to carry 
us through the summer.  1500 
members x $20 x 12 months = 
$360,000.

Dolly was sure she could get the 
50 preachers, though she was 
so disappointed at many of their 
responses, she never gave up hope.  
The Nehemiah Club has grown 
and is growing.  Her dying concern 
for the college was to see the 
Nehemiah Club be successful.  She 
worked on it many days in the last 
few months of her life.  It was what 
she lived for.  She did say in her 
closing days, “maybe God can use 
my death to bring it to pass.”

Dolly’s motto and marching orders 
were “Many hands make light 
work; few hands make hard work,” 
and it is so true.

I do not want to see Dolly’s dream 
die.  Let’s pick up her mantle and 
stay with it until the job is finished.

President’s 
  Pen

 “Many hands 
make light work”

Dolly’s Dream



Today I’ve heard so many speak
Of one so dearly loved

The only goal we’d watched her seek
Was to honor God above.

She always wore a happy smile
Her joy lit up a room

She’d truly go the extra mile
To spread cheer, not doom or gloom.

To us, she was Mrs. Dolly
But to Dr. Stox, his wife

His companion on the journey
Through the ups and downs of life.

He got his chance to pay her back
For the years of wear and tear;
No one could ever say she lacked

For the very best of care.

We students knew how hard it was 
For Dr. Stox to stand

And say, “I won’t be here too much,
I hope you’ll understand.

You see, my sweetheart’s very sick
I’ll have to tend to her

If she could, she’d be right here
She wishes that she were.”

But God had other plans
He knew the time had come

To take Mrs. Dolly by the hand
And gently call her home.

We have no way of knowing 
Just how many lives she touched

She never thought the seeds she’d sown
Would yield to quite as much.

Mrs. Dolly was a model
To many, young and old.

 She’d never stop to dawdle
Til everyone was told

About her one desire
“Let’s build a wall,” she’d say. 

Within her burned a fire
To see it built one day.

Though she didn’t want the credit,
To her it’s truly due, 

For she was first to head it,
Make her fondest dream come true.

So many times she spoke of it
With a twinkle in her eye. 
She tried so very hard to fit

In all the work before she died.

Now that she’s gone we all must ask
If her dream has died today.

Or can we rise to face the task?
What would Mrs. Dolly say?

Keeping the Dream Alive
Ashley Baines McNeese

January 18, 2011

Her “many hands” philosophy 
Holds wisdom that rings true,
The wall will only be complete

Through the work of me and you.

Remember though, it’s not just for
 Mrs. Dolly we should strive. 

Her goal was first to honor Christ,
It kept her dream alive.

To Dr. Stox, Mrs. Dolly,
And above all, Jesus too

Let’s rise up and build the wall
And make her dream come true.

While looking down from Heaven,
She’ll see the victory won,

Though the sweetest words she’s 
doubtless heard

From Christ, “My child, well done.”



Mrs. Dolly Stox was born on 
November 29, 1943. She grew up 
in Pitt County, North Carolina, and 
inherited a solid work ethic which 
was put to use on her family’s 
farm. In the eighth grade, she met 
Lorenza Stox. The two were smitten 
with what her husband would later 
call “puppy love,” but did not date 
seriously until later on in high 
school.  

When Lorenza went off to college, 
his high school sweetheart was out of 
sight but certainly not out of mind. 
The two were married on June 17, 
1962. 

Bound by their love for each other 
and for Christ, Lorenza and Dolly 
served at ministries in Charlotte, 
Goldsboro, and New Bern, North 
Carolina. During this time Dolly 
received her Bachelor’s degree from 
Campbell University and the Lord 
blessed the Stox family with two 
children through adoption - Stephen 
in 1970 and Tammy in 1977. Dr. 
Stox described Mrs. Dolly as “a 
perfect example of a godly mother.”

In 1983, Dolly and Lorenza were 
the first employees of the newly 
formed Southeastern Free Will 
Baptist College. Eventually, the Lord 
led them to Parkers Chapel Free Will 
Baptist Church in Greenville, North 
Carolina, where Dr. Stox was the 
pastor for many years. During this 

time the couple also began serving 
at Southeastern Free Will Baptist 
College again. 

Though she was certainly a 
faithful and dedicated pastor’s wife 
and teacher, it did not take long 
for the ministry of the college to 
truly capture Mrs. Dolly’s heart. 
Southeastern was Mrs. Dolly’s 
passion - so much so that in 2007 
she founded The Nehemiah Club, 

a program dedicated 
to “building a wall 
of support” for 
Southeastern. This 
program has helped 
raise thousands of 
dollars to date and 
continues to help 
keep Southeastern 
available as a ministry 
for training men and 
women for full-time 
ministry. 

Dr. Stox and Mrs. Dolly formed 
a wonderful team that was truly 
passionate about the ministry of 
Southeastern Free Will Baptist 
College. Dr. Stox says that as a 
wife, Mrs. Dolly was “submissive, a 
servant of servants; she lived to serve 
her Lord and help in my ministry 
and to make me look good.” This 
statement could certainly serve as a 
formula for any wife to help build a 

successful marriage. Mrs. 
Dolly’s entire life was a 
picture of what a godly 
helpmeet should be. 

Gene Williams, her 
pastor for many years, 
described having her 
as a church member as 
“a unique privilege.” 
Everyone who knew 
Mrs. Dolly was aware 
of her deep joy, her 
cheerful spirit, and her 
love for Southeastern, her 
husband, and Jesus Christ. 
Even during her eight-
year battle with cancer, 
Mrs. Dolly focused on her 
goal- building the wall 
and serving God for as 
long as she was possibly 
able. 

Southeastern Free Will 
Baptist College would 

A Willing Servant 
Dolly Stox



like to pay tribute to a lady who gave so much of herself 
to this ministry. Without her help, our college would 
lack great amounts of financial support. Even though the 
money raised through her efforts is certainly appreciated, 
the greatest gift Mrs. Dolly gave to Southeastern was 
herself. We are honored to have known this godly 
example of a mother, pastor’s wife, president’s wife, and 
servant. 

When asked what Mrs. Dolly would like to tell the 
students of Southeastern, Dr. Stox replied, “Always put 
the Lord first in your life.  He deserves your best at all 
times.  Always be willing to serve anytime, any place 
there is a need.  Be sure you marry in the will of God.” 
These words of wisdom were more than words- they 
were the way Mrs. Dolly lived and served her husband 
and her Savior. 

It has been said, “When I give you my time, I give you 
my life.” We dedicate this issue of The Standard to Mrs. 
Dolly Stox. Thank you for giving us your life. Thank You, Mrs. Dolly

Help Fulfill Dolly’s Dream
Join the Nehemiah Club

Name___________________________________

Address_________________________________

City/State/Zip____________________________

Phone__________________________________

Email___________________________________

Church_________________________________

please choose your method of giving
Yearly: q1 block ($240) q2 blocks ($480) q3 blocks ($720) 
You may place your first check with this slip in an envelope.

Monthly: q1 block ($20) q2 blocks ($40) q3 blocks ($60)  
through the “Automatic Giving” plan
Place a voided check with this slip in the envelope and sign below.

I ___________________________ authorize Southeastern 
Free Will Baptist College to draft $______ from my checking 
account each month on the q15th q30th day of the month.

__________________________________________________
Signature						     Date

q Alumnus: check here if you would like 1/2 of your donation to be desig-
nated for the “Alumni fund.”

q Check here if we may publish your name as a Nehemiah Club Member

Will you unite with others to fulfill Dolly’s Dream?
Please fill out the information below, cut along the dotted 

line, place in an envelope and mail to the college. 
If  you are pledging a monthly amount include a voided 

check. We will take care of  the rest. 
Please do this today -- in honor of  Mrs. Dolly Stox, 

and in honor of  her Lord! 

Clip and mail to Southeastern Free Will Baptist College, PO Box 1960, Wendell, NC 27591



Brother Horne is the pastor of Union Chapel 
Free Will Baptist Church in Chocowinity, NC 

and is on the Board of Directors of Southeastern. 
He and his wife Laurie have two children who 

have attended Southeastern. Their daughter, 
Lauren Kimbrell is a 2006 graduate and 
their son, Joshua will graduate this year.

Blessed is the minister 
who knows he needs to

 take the time to 
withdraw himself into the 
wilderness for a time of 
refreshing and renewal.

After 23 years of being the Pastor of the same 
church and 30 years in ministry, I had hit a wall. 
I was not only physically, emotional, mentally and 
spiritual exhausted; I was empty. Like a car that 
had run out of gas. I was laboring with a dull axe, 
and I could not disengage from things long enough 
to sharpen it. My faith had not wavered, but I was 
wondering if I could or should even continue in the 
ministry any longer.  

Many times when pastors run out of gas and 
hit the wall, they generally do one of four things: 
they resign and move to another church; they quit 
the ministry; they get sick; or they do something 
stupid. I came very close to doing all four. I am so 
glad that I opted for another choice. I decided that 
it was time to withdraw, I took a sabbatical leave.   

Luke 5:16 states: “And he (Jesus) withdrew 
himself into the wilderness and prayed.” In this 
verse we find Jesus doing something in His ministry 
that is not often talked about but is greatly needed. 
No, it is not praying, though that is so vital in our 
lives. How we need to pray.  But what Jesus did 
that we often forget, but He 
greatly needed to do, was 
that “. . .he withdrew him-
self. . . .”  

Six times in the gospels, 
Matthew 14:22-23; Mark 
1:35 ; 6:46; Luke 4:42 ; 
5:16; 6:12 we find Jesus 
withdrawing Himself from 
the multitude of people that 
He ministered to. The demands upon Him were so 
great that His own ministry was punctuated with 
times of withdrawal from the people, the problems, 
and the pressures. Yes, the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among man, but He also knew when to 
withdraw Himself from being around man. Blessed 
is the minister who knows he needs to take the 
time to withdraw himself into the wilderness for a 
time of refreshing and renewal. 

When Jesus withdrew himself from the crowds 
to the wilderness, it was usually for several hours 
or overnight in order to rest and be refreshed. 
Over the years I have faithfully taken a day off in 
the week, enjoyed a couple of weeks of vacation 
during the year, and even gone to conferences. 
However, I always took with me the cares of the 
church, got phone calls from needy church mem-
bers while I was away, made phone calls to needy 
church members while I was away, dealt with 
emergencies that would come up, or had to return 
early because of a tragedy or death in the church 
family. The problems and pressure and demands 
of people never seemed to cease. Even in those 
times when Jesus tried to withdraw for several 
hours, there were those trying to get to Him for 
His help. Luke 4:42 tells us that the people sought 
Him. According to Mark 1:37, once when Jesus 
got away, His disciples found Him and said unto 
Him, All men seek for thee. What preacher does 

not know what that is like? 
Honestly, I found myself 
understanding the psalmist 
David and what he penned 
in Psalm 55:6: “Oh that 
I had wings like a dove; 
for then I would fly away 
and be at rest.” I needed 
that, and it was time to 
do it. Blessed is the minister who knows when he needs to take 
the time to withdraw himself into the wilderness for a time of 
refreshing and renewal and will do it.  

For a long time I knew I needed to withdraw. It was how I 
could take the time to do it that I could not figure out. How 
could I be away from the church? How could I put my respon-
sibilities on others? How could I walk away from the pressing 
needs that my people had? What would people say about it? 
How could I afford to be away for an extended period of time? 
A thousand questions went through my mind that I tried to 
answer, but I never did. However, by God’s grace, the help of a 
great staff, the support of godly deacons, and a loving church, I 
withdrew for five weeks. 

The benefits were great. I was able to 
spend quality time resting. Having a free 
schedule with no meetings to attend, no 
sermons to prepare, no visits to make, no 
counseling sessions to hold, no classes to 
teach, no problems to solve allowed for 
much relaxation, sleep and rest for my 
body and mind. I was able to invest much 
more quality time with my wife. Instead of 
focusing so much of my time on my min-

istry, I was able to focus on her and our marriage. Laurie and 
I spent more time talking and laughing and crying and read-
ing and praying together than we had in a long time. Evenings 
generally scheduled with meetings became times to be at home 
with her. Just being able to do some little things together, like 
sitting together in church was such a joy. It was such a reward-
ing time for both of us.    

Each Sunday as I visited other churches, I was enriched by 
God’s Word being preached. It was strange but rewarding to be 
preached to and not to be preaching. Since I was not preach-
ing for five weeks, I did not have to invest hours in sermon 
preparation. So I read for my own personal growth, spent long 
periods of time praying for the church and my family, and went 
through a very life changing DVD series entitled Quieting The 
Noisy Soul. 

What did my withdrawal do for me? It relaxed me, refreshed 
me, renewed me, refocused me, revived me, and most of all 
kept me in the ministry.  Blessed is the minister who knows 
when he needs to take the time to withdraw himself into the 
wilderness for a time of refreshing and renewal and does it. 
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Alumni Notes
Alumni Updates

Ralph Young (’89) passed away on December 22, 2010. He is survived 
by his wife, Diane, three sons, Jeremey, Justin, and Jordan, and three 
grandchildren. Services were held Monday, December 27, at Hilltop Free 
Will Baptist Church in Travelers Rest, SC.

Randall (’95) and Collette (Cheney) Wright and their children, Joshua, 
Rebekah, and Leah, are going to North Dallas, Texas, to plant a Free Will 
Baptist church. This is a combined effort with the State of  Texas and Free 
Will Baptist Home Missions. You can follow their ministry on Facebook: 
Team Texas. To schedule a service, contact Randall at crandallwright@
gmail.com or (252) 521-1008. 

Van Mitchell (’98) has a song he co-wrote entitled “Living in the Land 
of  Canaan” that will be on the next project by The Inspirations. Another 
song he wrote they singled to radio back in the fall (“I’ve Never Known a 
Day”) is #11 on the Singing News charts for February. 

Stephen (’03) and Heather (Jolley) Brackeen (’04) were blessed with 
their first baby, a girl, on December 5, 2010 – Naomi Lynn. The Brackeens 
are currently serving in Shelby, NC, at Bethel Baptist where Stephen is the 
youth minister. They also operate Harvest Time Bible Camp in Polkville, 
NC.

Leah (Barnett) Cabrera (‘04) and her family moved to Boonville, 
IN, in October of  2010. She has recently been hired as a Spanish medical 
interpreter with Echo Community Health Care in Evansville, IN. They are 
expecting their third child (another boy) who is due in May.

Jake (‘04) and April (Baines) Joines (‘03) welcomed their first child, 
Leslie Anna Joines, December 17, 2010. They serve at First Free Will 
Baptist Church in Melbourne, FL.

Adam (‘05) and Cassie (Riggs) Hinson (’07) are the proud new 
parents of  Lillie Grace, born November 30, 2010. The Hinsons serve at 
First Free Will Baptist Church in Florence, SC.

Ben (’06) and Fawn (Gwartney) Gibson (’06) are moving to Springdale, 
Arkansas, where Ben will assume the pastorate of  Phillips Chapel Free Will 
Baptist Church. They also celebrated the birth of  their son, Owen, on 
January 21 of  this year.

April (Thompson) Lesh (’06) and her husband, Ladd, welcomed their 
daughter, Oakley Dawn, on December 29, 2010. They also have a son, 
Jackson Ladd, who is one.

Bobby Floars (’09) and wife, Casey, welcomed their first child, Ava 
Rose, on September 23, 2010. The Floars work at Hilltop Christian School 
in Fuquay-Varina, NC.

Melinda Brown (’10) was married to Ben Morgan on June 19, 2010. 
They now live in Florence, Alabama, where Melinda is working as a dentist’s 
receptionist/assistant.

Check it Out!!!
Go to alumni.sfwbc.edu for news and 

information about your Alumni Association.

2011 Camp Meeting 
Alumni Activities

Tuesday, April 12
12:30 p.m................ Alumni Luncheon
3:00 p.m.................. Alumni Orchestra Rehearsal
3:45 p.m.................. Alumni Choir Rehearsal
6:45 p.m.................. Alumni Choir Concert

www.sfwbc.edu/alumniconference
 to sign up for luncheon, childcare or music

Alumni Luncheon
Tuesday, April 12, 12:30 p.m.

Free for all Alumni & their families

Activities for the whole family!

OFFICER ELECTIONS
The Alumni Association will elect its officers this 

year at the Alumni Luncheon. This election occurs every 
three years. All offices are up for election (President, 
Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and three Members-
at-Large). There are no limits on how long an officer 
can serve, so any of the present officers can replace 
themselves.

 President Steve Berry has appointed a Nominating 
Committee of Travis Moots (Chair), Josh Baer, and 
Joshua Horton. Please contact Chairman Travis Moots 
with nominations: travismoots@mindspring.com. Only 
graduates of Southeastern FWB College are eligible for 
nomination.

ARE YOU IN THE CLASS OF 
1986, 1991, 1996, 2001, or 2006?
We want to recognize you at the Alumni 

Luncheon on Tuesday, April 12, at 12:30. Please 
make plans to attend this special occasion!



The Four Priorities of Planned Giving:
- To ensure provision for you and your spouse for life.
- To pass your belongings on to loved ones.
- To minimize taxes.
- To honor God.

We would love to give a short presentation to your church 
or small group regarding this important subject. There will be 
no pressure to give to Southeastern - just a time to share needed 
information. Call Dr. Danny Baer at the college office for details.
For more about planned giving visit www.sfwbc.edu/legacy.

Don’t be left out! 
Sign up at alumni.sfwbc.edu to receive email 

updates from the Alumni Association.

Honoring the Memory of Dolly Stox
The Alumni Committee is inviting all alumni to honor the memory of 

Mrs. Dolly Stox in two ways at this year’s Camp Meeting.
Dolly Stox Alumni Scholarship Fund

Alumni President Steve Berry hopes that this will be the largest annual scholarship 
that the alumni group has ever been able to offer. For twenty-eight years, Mrs. Dolly 
showed her sacrificial love to the students of Southeastern. This annual scholarship 
will be a way for Mrs. Dolly’s devotion to the student body to be shared by everyone 
that contributes. So, earmark your donation today, or bring a special offering to 
Camp Meeting 2011 for the “Dolly Stox Scholarship Fund.”

The Nehemiah Club
The Nehemiah Club was dear to the heart of Dolly Stox. She saw this as a way to build 
a lasting foundation of monthly support for the ministry of Southeastern FWB College. 
Donations from Alumni through the Nehemiah Club are split 50/50 between the college 
and the Alumni Fund. Last years’ contributions provided $3600 in scholarships. 

Join today by pledging $20 a month.

Remembering Dolly Stox
Dolly Stox will always have a special place in my 

heart. She was like a second mom from the day I walked 
on campus when the college was in Virginia Beach. 
Her words of  encouragement always came just at the 
right time, and they were especially helpful during those 
early days of  being 900 miles away from home. She was 
dedicated to the Lord, her family, Southeastern College, 
and every student that walked on campus. 

Annette and I were so blessed to be able to be on 
the same Alaskan Cruise several years ago with Mrs. 
Dolly and Dr. Stox. Even many years after graduation, 
she still gave us encouraging words about our family 
and ministry through the years and told us how proud 
she was of  us. She was a builder of  faith in the lives of  
everyone she touched. 

Mrs. Dolly, you will be missed, but Heaven is sweeter 
today because of  your presence. Dr. Stox, we love you 
and are thankful for your guidance and encouragement 
over the years. We love you Stox family and may God 
bless you all!

Jay and Annette Baines (1987)



News 
Notes & 

Willing to receive “The Standard” through e-mail?  
Want to read past issues?
Have a change of address?
Want to reprint an article?

Want to start receiving The Standard?
If so, just go to www.sfwbc.edu/standard

Important Dates

2010-2011 School Year
Mar	 7-14.................... Spring Break
	 24-26.............All-Access Days
Apr	 11-13.................. Camp Meeting
	 17..... Special April Offering
May	 6.................... Commencement 

2011-2012 School Year
Aug	 20.......New Students Arrive
	 24......... fall semester begins
Oct	 4............... Golf Tournament
	 10-14............... Missions week
nov	 3-5.................. all access days
	 17-19.... tip off tournament
dec	 9.......... last day of semester
Jan	 11..... Spring semester begins
	 19-21........................grad days
Mar	 5-12.................... spring break
	 22-24............. all access days
apr	 9-11................... camp meeting
may	 4...........................graduation

Summer Semester

Introduction to Biblical Studies

Biblical Backgrounds

Spring Enrollment - 111
(Including 5 New Students)

31 Freshmen
31 Sophomores

26 Juniors
23 Seniors

Summer Semester

History of Civilization II

Southeastern Online!

Check out these exciting offerings:

High School Jump Start
for the High School Junior or Senior

www.sfwbc.edu/jumpstart

Ministry Certificate
For preachers who want to prepare.

www.sfwbc.edu/ministry

$300 Scholarhip Available 
for Both Programs

See our website for more information



Sophomores
Brook Anderson

Juniors
Katelyn Horne

Nicholas McCuiston

Seniors
Jessica Green

Ashley McNeese
Juliana Moreno
William Scrivner

DEAN’S LIST
FALL 2010

A Student Must be Taking 
at Least 12 Semester Hours 

 With No Failures or 
Incompletes to be Eligible 

for the Dean’s List.

Freshmen
Megan Branch
Robert Collier
Nathan Cooper
Casey Holland
Cody Holland

Zechariah Leonard
Rebecca McNeese
Jessica Sinkhorn

Tyler Vick
Jacob Waldman
Dominique Ward

Keith Willis

Sophomores
Jennifer Christopher

Daniel Dillard
Emily Rager

Fallon Simmons

Juniors
Breeana Aycock

Elizabeth Dickson
Doug Morgan

Renee Provencal
Frances Rawlinson

Joshua Riggs
Noharis Rodriguez

John Spencer
Blake Taylor
Ryan Taylor

Katie VanDeventer

Seniors
Joseph Ange

Autumn Aycock
Joshua Horne

Brittany Johnson
Nathan Kimbrell
Lydia Morgan
Rachel Smith

Noelys Wormington

“A” Honor Roll 
(4.0)

“B” Honor Roll 
(3.0 & Above)

Graduation Speaker Announced
Southeastern Free Will Baptist College

Commencement Ceremony

May 6, 2011, 10:00 am

Speaker:  Phil Ange
Pastor,  Liberty FWB Baptist Church, Greenville, NC

Raleigh Christian Academy
2010 Varsity Boys Basketball Champions

Southeastern

Tip Off
Basketball
Tournament

Hilltop Christian School
2010 Varsity Girls Basketball Champions

Bring Your Senior 
Saints to College
We will provide an overview of 
our school and a brief service 
with music and a devotional. 

We will also treat your group 
to a free lunch.

If you are interested call the 
college and speak with Heath 

Ferguson to schedule your visit.

Campus Laundry 
goes High Tech

This semester an exciting change has occurred on the campus --  the dorm 
students have been blessed with brand-new washing machines and dryers! 

These front-loading machines are a great improvement from the previous 
outdated laundry equipment. Not only do these high-efficiency machines 
save students money, but they also use a laundry card that students can load 
with money, eliminating the need for quarters. In addition, with this “state 
of the art” system students can check the availability of machines on the 
Internet. They can even arrange to have a text message sent to them when 
their laundry is finished! 

These new laundry machines were installed in both men’s and women’s 
dorms by a local company and will eventually 
provide funds to help with utilities - which are 
lower. In fact, in just 6 weeks they have saved 
over 3000 gallons of water.

The students are thankful for this new equip-
ment that has helped enhance their dorm life 
as a “home away from home.”
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